
Annual Report of Acomb Parish Council 

Year ending 31st March 2021 

 

 

Introduction 

This Annual Report is prepared by Acomb Parish Council and presented to the Annual 

Parish Meeting, usually in May. Last year, because of Covid-19, no annual meeting was 

held. This year the election for all of the Parish Council will be held in May, so it was 

decided to hold the annual meeting, beforehand, in April. 

The Annual Report is intended to provide information on the work that has been done 

by the Parish Council during the past year and the plans for the following year. 

 

Year ending 31st March 2021. 

The Parish Council started this financial year with only 6 Councillors, having accepted 

the resignation of one of its members late in the previous year. During the year, there 

have been 2 further resignations and 2 new co-opted members. So, it ends the year 

with 6 Councillors and one vacancy. It was agreed that as the four-yearly election of the 

Parish Council was imminent, the vacancy would not be filled at this time. 

The financial year started almost immediately after the first Covid-19 Lockdown and this 

report would be incomplete without some comment on the pandemic. Acomb was 

fortunate in that a Community Support Network was set up very quickly following the 

announcement of lockdown and shielding. That Support Network reached out to the 

vulnerable residents in our community, to supply shopping, prescription collection and a 

listening ear to those who were housebound and potentially, lonely. Many members of 

the community supported their neighbours, too, and a number of informal networks 

were set up to help each other. Additionally, there were many demonstrations of “hope”, 

in the form of decorated stones, decorated windows and demonstrations of support for 

the NHS. The Parish Council wishes to thank all those who were, and still are, involved 

in support networks, either formal or informal. It demonstrates the strength of the 

community when it pulls together. 

Like many Groups, the Parish Council has, this year, had to learn to use such 

communication methods as Zoom, although there was one “live”, socially distanced, 

meeting in August, between lockdowns. Whilst Zoom is invaluable, it brought new 

challenges to clear communication and discussion. The Parish Council is looking 

forward to returning to “live” meetings. Legislation changes are awaited to determine 

how and when this will be possible. 



This year the Parish Council has considered many issues, such as use of Electric 

Vehicles (about which there has been more information tonight), damage to The Pant 

(which is still being resolved to listed monument standards), various Planning 

Applications, repairs to an Interactive Speed sign on the A6079 and Traffic problems. It 

has also resolved tree safety issues, supported footpath issues in Eastwoods and on 

the Bridleway to St John Lee, Play Area Repairs, Garden House Bank resurfacing, 

wildflower planting, public benches, hedge planting and management, litter bins, signs 

and the Local Transport Plan and published the local Newsletter. It has supported 

various community groups and projects, including Action4Acomb, Acomb Fishing Club, 

the new Little Library, St John Lee Graveyard and Flood Wardens. It has also 

considered and revised some of its own professional standards, policies and 

procedures and, of course, it has considered the ubiquitous issue of dog-fouling. It has 

been a varied year. 

Amongst the issues considered by the Council this year have been ways in which it can 

support Northumberland County Council’s Climate Change challenge of net-zero carbon 

emissions by 2030. To that end, the Parish Council is setting up a Climate Change sub-

committee, to identify and plan the community’s contribution to the County target. 

From a financial perspective, the Parish Council raised £48,000 from the Council Tax 

Precept. This was the second year running that the Precept per household was 

reduced. It has also received a contribution of £15,000 from Avant Homes (the 

developer of Birkey Heights), towards the Pavilion Refurbishment. 

The Council started the year with no reserves of cash. This was largely because of 

extraordinary payments, during the previous year, for a new Village Hall Central Heating 

Boiler, Professional Fees associated with the MUGA and Architects Fees associated 

with the Village Hall and Pavilion Refurbishments. 

This year, after lower-than-normal expenditure on Staff, Grants, Grass cutting, essential 

building maintenance, insurance, gas and electricity payments, and loan charges, the 

Parish Council has retained a Cash Reserve of around £34,000. However, most of this 

is ring-fenced as a contribution towards the Pavilion Refurbishment. 

During the past year, the Parish Council has spent a significant amount of its time and 

energy on the refurbishment plans for the Pavilion and the Village Hall, as well as the 

development of the Multi Use Games Area, or MUGA as it is known. This is work that 

has been done by the Parish Council as Trustees of the Village Trusts and wouldn’t 

normally be discussed in this report. However, as the Parish Council itself has been 

involved in fund raising, contracting for, and paying directly for, preliminary work for 

these projects, it is appropriate to say a few words. 

As many of you will know, the Trustees have been obliged to delay the MUGA 

development to carry out a technical feasibility study. This is to ensure that the 

specification is sustainable. Whilst earlier in the year, it appeared to be fully funded, it 

transpired that there were omissions in the original specification which would have 



caused either an unfinished development, or a significant cost to the community. The 

Trust is planning for the MUGA to be implemented later this financial year, when the 

specification has been properly defined, the community can be asked to partake in a 

properly informed consultation and when necessary funding is in place. 

It will be noted that, although the Village Hall Refurbishment has been fully specified, 

neither the Parish Council nor the Village Hall Trust was able to raise sufficient funding 

to carry out the task in 2020. Looking forward, further re-specification may be required 

in the light of Climate Change initiatives. There will be a concerted effort over the next 

several months to raise funds from both Grant Funding Organisations and Fund-Raising 

activities within the community. The community is certainly invited to help! 

The Pavilion Refurbishment is fully funded, thanks to our County Councillor, Trevor 

Cessford, a donation from Avant Homes and a contribution from the Parish Council. We 

look forward to this refurbishment taking place in the summer, when the approved 

contractor becomes available, so that we can enjoy another usable community space. 

Ultimately, from a cash flow perspective it is important to phase the developments 

rather than attempt to carry them out concurrently. The total cost of the developments is 

in the region of £300,000. Given that the Parish Council’s annual budget is only £48,000 

this year, there would have been a requirement for a significant loan, if available, to 

manage the timing of invoice payment and the release of grant funding if all the projects 

had been taken on together. This would have incurred significant costs for the 

community in terms of loan interest repayment. 

Looking Ahead 

As has been said, a new Parish Council will be elected on May 6th 2021. It is therefore 

not possible to clearly define a work programme for next financial year. That will be the 

first duty of the new Council. 

However, the new Council will start the year with minimal uncommitted financial 

reserves, but a slightly increased budget of £50,000. This will be used to fund the 

statutory duties of the Parish Council, as well as fees for its staff. It will be used to 

support the running costs of the Village Hall, the Playing Fields, and the Pavilion. It will 

also be used to award a small level of grant funding to assist organisations within the 

community. There is also provision for a further contribution to the asset development of 

the Village Trusts. 

For complex VAT reasons, the Parish Council must act as Trustees of the Village Trusts 

for several more years, and so the new Council will have to consider how that work 

continues to be properly addressed.   

As has previously been mentioned, Climate Change will become a key issue for Acomb, 

and amongst other considerations, the Village Hall Refurbishment is likely to be re-

evaluated to take environmental issues into greater account. 



Like most people, the Parish Council is looking forward to a much improved 2021/22, 

with less impact from Covid-19, and with significant progress on the various projects 

which are being addressed to improve the amenities in the parish.  

Finally, the Parish Council would like to recognise the work done for the community, by 

Charles Enderby, who has decided not to stand for re-election to the Parish Council 

next month. On behalf of the community, the Parish Council would like to offer a vote of 

thanks for his many years of service to the community as Parish Councillor, as Chair 

and currently, as vice Chair of the Parish Council. Thank you Charles. 

 

31st March 2021 


